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battalions, consisting mainly of young soldiers,
made one heroic counter-charge, but numbers
told and at about 5.30 in the evening a final
Allied charge decided the battle. Tallard him-
self was captured trying to fetch assistance from
Blenheim.

Marlborough hastened to scribble a note on
the back of a tavern bill to carry the news of the
" glorious victory " to his wife. Marsin and the
Elector, on hearing that the centre was broken,
withdrew their troops in fairly good order and
even counter-charged as they withdrew, but on
the right twenty-seven battalions, who through
the stupidity of their commander had all been
drawn into and cramped helplessly in Blenheim
village, were bluffed into surrender. Thus the
Allies captured some 15,000 prisoners besides in-
flicting about 23,000 casualties. The Allied
losses were over 12,000 and they were too exhausted
to pursue the French left.

The battle of Blenheim was one of the most
immediately decisive battles in European history.
It was the first time that the French had suffered
defeat for over two generations. It saved Vienna
and conquered Bavaria. It assured the ultimate
aggrandizement of the House of Austria and was
a final check to the territorial ambitions of Louis
XIV beyond the Rhine. It was also a blow to
the House of Stuart and enabled Marlborough
and Godolphin's Coalition Ministry to stay in
office for another four years.

Marlborough had his material rewards. Queen
Anne allotted to him the royal manor of
Woodstock, on the site of which Sir John